FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
MAY 3, 2026

MELLINGERS LUTHERAN CHURCH
80 GOCKLEY ROAD
STEVENS, PA 17578

717-336-8800



Pastor’s Contact Information Director of Music

Rev. Timothy L. Craven Vickie Kissinger (717) 354-6575
Home: (717) 738-3838 E-Mail: vickiekissinger@gmail.com
Mobile: (717) 468-9049

E-Mail: revtlc@ptd.net Director of Christian Education

Diane Adair (717) 715-3124

PRAYER CORNER
Please pray for the following people: Dave Haldeman, Jonah Hogan,
Vic Richard, Jean Lausch, Missy Weber, Wren Dillon, Dave Weidman,
Pat McQuate, Tim Harting, Stacey Emberger, Mike Leed, Ruth Hollinger,
Barb Moyer, Fay Weitzel, Shannon Brown, Shirley Sweigart, Molly Brown,
Carl Mohler Jr., Jay Weaver, Vivian Gehr, Tom Parrish Sr, Elaine Haldeman,
Clair Miller, Jay Stoltzfus, Theda Raffauf, Mary Weidman, and Marty Leed &
Family.

Ephrata Manor: Iris Weaver, Dorothy Hutchinson, Shirl Tobias and Pauline Sawyer
Gardens at Stevens: Pat & Nevin McQuate Luther Acres Health Care: Judy Meckley
Keystone Villa: Betty Firestine & Janet Hirneisen

Neffsville Rehab & Nursing: Pauline Martin Phoebe Berks: Nick Rampolla

Please pray for those in the Armed Forces: Chris Weidman in Qatar

Please pray for friends and family at home: Sheri Kiefer, Bob Harker,
Bob Meck, Peggy French, Mary Lou Crum, Marion Gideon, Darlene Datras,
Gale Fassnacht, Candace Stoudt, Merrill Fisher, Jimmy Vincent,

Mary Stewart, Lisa Wing, Cocalico Builders of Hope (finding a house for
housing program), Lorna Buohl, Richard Sockriter, David Taimuty,

Helen Blank, William Sockriter, Doug Cody, Ron Neidigh, Mary Morton,
Brenda Sweigart, Nancy Bolotine, Karen Leonhard, Mary Sanger, Andy &
Brenda Gabig, Brian Kerns, Bob Bos, Curtis Townsley, Robyn Redcay,
Margaret Weller, Cynthia Peters and Priscilla (last name only).

Pray also for the grieving families of: Bishop Guy Edmiston,
Pastor Marty Sheaffer, George Wolf, Glenn Eidemiller, Sally Wealand,

Bob Farr, Cheryl Nixon, Bea Hassler, Mary Moore, Orvilla Oberholtzer,
Lowell Haws, Mary Jane Goshert, Ed Sieber, Nancy Leh, Darrell Buchter,
Jack Poole, Sharlene Miller, Joyce Pannebecker, Barb Mertz, Beverly
Sweigart, Maggie Kiralfy, Dale Firestone, Yvonne Walters, Larry Rabold,
Zach Caflin, Bob Weaver, Pastor Conrad Youse, Karen Krater, Vesta Reber,
Jean Shober, Joyce Boyer, Joan Wentzel, Jeff Moyer and Kenton Shaffer.
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+ WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP +
*Please stand if you are able
Welcome / Announcements
Prelude: “Gwalshmai” -Joseph Jones

TGATHERINGT
Pastor: This is the day the Lord has made.
Congregation: Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

*GATHERING HYMN: #645 “Christ Has Made the Sure Foundation”

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS OF SINS

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ¥+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. Let us confess our sin
in the presence of God and of one another.

(a brief silence is observed)
P: Most merciful God,
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen



P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the

Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen

*GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
*THE HYMN OF PRAISE
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*THE PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray.

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life.
Give us grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his
commandments, and to share his risen life with all the world, for he
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C: Amen

+ GOD’S WORD
FIRST READING 1 PETER 2:2-10
Lay Reader (Melanie Brubaker): A reading from 1st Peter the 2nd
chapter.

Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of
our lives. We are God’s chosen, holy people who continuously
celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus
Christ.
2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it
you may grow into salvation 3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is
good.
4 Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen
and precious in God’s sight, and 5 like living stones let yourselves be
built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. ¢ For it stands in
scripture:
“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious,
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”
7'This honor, then, is for you who believe, but for those who do not
believe, “The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head
of the corner,”



8 and “A stone that makes them stumble and a rock that makes them
fall.” They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were
destined to do.

9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation,
God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the excellence of him
who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.

10 Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once
you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.
L: The Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.
THE PSALMODY PSALM 31:1-5, 15-16
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Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5)
1In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; let me never be | put to shame;
deliver me | in your righteousness.
2Incline your | ear to me;
make haste to de- | liver me.
3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my
crag | and my stronghold;
for the sake of your name, lead | me and guide me.
4Take me out of the net that they have secretly | set for me,
for you are my tow- | er of strength.
5Into your hands I com- | mend my spirit,
for you have redeemed me, O Lord, | God of truth.
15 My times are | in your hand;
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those
who | persecute me.
16 Let your face shine up- | on your servant;
save me in your | steadfast love.”



CHILDRENS SERMON

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Page 142
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On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his
disciples. As the one through whom God is known, he promises to go
before them and act on their behalf.
[Jesus said to the disciples:] * “Do not let your hearts be troubled.
Believe in God; believe also in me. 2In my Father’s house there are
many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go
to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I
will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there
you may be also. 4 And you know the way to the place where I am
going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are
going. How can we know the way?” ¢Jesus said to him, “I am the way
and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through
me. 7 If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you
do know him and have seen him.”

8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be
satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this time,



Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen
the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? ° Do you not
believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that
I say to you I do not speak on my own, but the Father who dwells in me
does his works. ! Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is
in me, but if you do not, then believe because of the works themselves.
12Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the
works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I
am going to the Father. 131 will do whatever you ask in my name, so
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 4 If in my name you ask me
for anything, I will do it.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to you, O Christ.

MESSAGE: “Just A Big Baby” -Pastor Craven

CHOIR ANTHEM: “Look At The World” - John Rutter

*THE APOSTLE’S CREED

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven
and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to
judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen



+ Prayers of Intercession ¥

*P: Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem
our broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.
A brief silence.

P: God of glory, you have built your church on Christ the cornerstone.
Inspire lay leaders, deacons, pastors, and bishops to proclaim
forgiveness and your steadfast love to all whom they encounter.
Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.

P: God of majesty, you bring forth plants and animals, skies and seas,
mountains and valleys. Protect all you have made from the ravages of
pollution and climate disaster. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.

P: God of mercy, you intend governments and social service agencies to
be instruments of peace and justice. Guide political leaders and
organizations to be agents of compassion, and raise up advocates for
those who seek refuge and assistance. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.

P: God of well-being, you soothe those in distress, console all who
grieve, provide for any in need, and comfort those who are sick
(especially). Instill caregivers with a sense of purpose to be your
healing hands in this world. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.

P: God of community, you call us together as your people for mutual
support and to witness to your love in the world. Make your presence
known among those unable to attend worship today. Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.



P: God of eternal life, you have prepared dwelling places for your
people, so that we are never separated from you. We give you thanks
for the faithful departed who witnessed to your mighty acts in word and
deed. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.

P: God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the
good news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen
Savior.

C: Amen
*THE PEACE
P: The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.
*OFFERING HYMN: “Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing!”
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*OFFERING PRAYER
P: Merciful Father,

C: Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by

day you shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to
new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to

praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

* WE CELEBRATE THE LORD’S SUPPER *+

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
*THE PREFACE:

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy........cccceeevvrvveeeeeeiiieecnnnne,
We praise Your name and join their unending hymn:



*THE SANCTUS
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*THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper he took the cup and gave thanks and gave it for all to
drink saying: this cup is the new covenant in my blood shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

*TRADITIONAL LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen



DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

All Baptized Christians are welcome for Communion.
(If you would like baptized, see Pastor Tim.).

We ask parents to bring their non-communing children with
them for a blessing. To receive the sacrament wine, take an
empty cup from the tray. A grape juice option and gluten free
communion wafers provided. If you cannot come to the Chancel,
Communion will be taken to you.

Please notify an Usher.

Those in the parking lot partake of Communion at this time.

During Communion

Hymn #460: “Now The Silence” Sing x2

Hymn #471: “Let Us Break Bread Together”

Hymn #494: “For the Bread Which You Have Broken”
Hymn #616: “‘Jesus Remember Me”



*POST COMMUNION BLESSING

*Post Communion Canticle: Hymn #210: “Blessed Be God”
Blessed be God, the source of all life, the word of salvation,
The spirit of mercy.

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER

P: Let us pray.

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to
conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish
your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that
we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen
Lord.

C: Amen

* WE LEAVE TO SERVE +

*BENEDICTION AND BLESSING
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious unto you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and ¥ give you peace.
C: Amen Amen Amen (sung responsively)

*SENDING HYMN: #810 “O Jesus, I Have Promised”
DISMISSAL

P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord with joy.

C: Thanks be to God.

*POSTLUDE: “Christ Has Triumphed” — Edward Broughton



Participants in the Service:
Pastor: Timothy Craven Church Secretary: Ashley Weinhold
Organist: Vickie Kissinger Lay Reader: Melanie Brubaker
Communion Assistant: Linda Weaver Psalmist: Choir
Videographer: Hayden Leonhard Soundboard: Joe Brubaker
Ushers: Randy Brubaker, Nancy Eberly and Alternate Mike Haller

Weekly Receipts Report as of 04/30/26

Attendance (Inside / Parking Lot) 54

Online Attendance 173

General Receipts $5, 020.12

Geranium Flowers for Pentecost
1 plant isin a 57 pot and the cost is $6.00

Complete your order form with payment, place in an
envelope then either put it in the Special Flower
mailbox or you can give it to Pat Haller.

Last day to order is Sunday May 17,
You can pick up your flowers after the service on May 24th,

Raven Ridge Wildlife Center Donations:

Paper Towels ‘Trash Bags

Dish Soap Sponges/Scrub
Brushes Puppy Pads
Disposable Gloves Canned Chicken
Newspapers Hand Soap
Canned Dog Food Bird Seed

Pet Food Dishes Dog or Bird Toys

Small/Medium Blankets



