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THE LAMPSTAND 
Mellingers Evangelical Lutheran Church 
80 Gockley Road  Stevens, PA 17578 

 

The Milk Man 
 

   “Whatever you do, work heartily, as for 

the Lord and not for men, knowing that from the Lord 

you will receive the inheritance as your reward. 

You are serving the Lord Christ.” – Colossians 3: 23-24 
 

   “He who labors as he prays lifts his heart to God with his 

hands.”   –St. Benedict of Nursia 
 

   When I first saw the photograph that goes with this 

message I couldn’t stop looking at it.  It really is quite a 

remarkable picture.  The photograph is of a man 

delivering milk in London in 1940 after all the Nazi 

bombing devastated the city. 

   The man continues walking through the rubble on his 

daily rounds delivering milk despite the fact that so much 

all around him has been destroyed or damaged.  Everyone 

has their job to do in peace time and in war.  In the 

background in the photograph you can see firemen or 

soldiers working in the debris.  But the man in the 

foreground of the picture was tasked with delivering the 

milk.  And that’s just 

what he did! 

   I think sometimes 

today a lot of us feel 

the way that this 

picture looks.  We try 

to do our jobs, whatever they are, the best we 

can.  Moving ahead.  One step at a time.  But so 

much of what we once knew has been destroyed 

all around us.  Ways of living, interacting. 
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   Our whole society and world has changed. 

   I sometimes feel like the milk man in this photograph. 
 

   I am old enough to remember when milk men actually delivered milk in glass bottles 

to your door.  Homes had little boxes by the door where the milk could be put in.  You 

would take the milk out and put the empty bottles in the box for the milk man to 

take.  I remember this in the 1950’s and early 1960’s when I was a child.  By the time I 

was a teenager in the late 60’s this practice had been curtailed. 
 

   One of the things that is endearing about the delivery of the milk bottles is that it 

happened every day.  Day in and day out.  Sort of like the newspaper delivery kid who 

would deliver your paper every single day on their bicycle early in the morning no 

matter what the weather was.  This was before parents started driving the kids 

around or actually even delivering the papers themselves while the children slept in. 
 

   We are called to serve in the same way as the old milk man.  Every day.  Some days 

we feel more excited about what we are doing than others.  Nevertheless there is a 

virtue to taking one step at a time, every day. 
 

   “I know that there is nothing better for them than to be happy and enjoy 

themselves as long as they live; moreover, it is God’s gift that all should eat and drink 

and take pleasure in their toil.”              -Ecclesiastes 3: 12-13 
 

No job is too lowly if we do it for the glory of God. 
 

I Corinthians 12: 4-7   A Variety of Gifts 
4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of 

services, but the same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same 

God who activates all of them in everyone. 7 To each is given the manifestation of the 

Spirit for the common good. 
 

Yes, all work is holy when done for the glory of God.  We have a choice.  Even in war 

or times of distress….we can work to make things better or we can despair or be 

frozen in fear and hopelessness.  You see, that milk man was delivering a lot more 

than milk.  With every step and every delivery he was saying that the bad things in 

the world were not going to win….that he was going to do his job….that goodness will 

prevail.  He was courageously delivering hope. 
 

In Christ, Pastor Tim 
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Hymn of the Month for September 

“For the Beauty of the Earth” 
A spring morning in Bath, England, 1864. Violets and primroses dotted the rolling 
countryside as a young man sat atop a hill, taking in God’s creation. That man was 
Folliott Sandford Pierpoint, and the beauty before him stirred his soul to write one of 
Christianity’s most beloved hymns of gratitude. 

Born in Bath, England in 1835, Pierpoint showed early promise as a scholar and 
writer. His education led him to become an accomplished poet, and he published 
several collections including “The Chalice of Nature and Other Poems” (1855) and 
“Songs of Love.” But it was a simple morning’s observation that would lead to his 
most enduring work. 

 

Pierpoint was twenty-nine years old when divine inspiration met earthly beauty. 
Looking out over his native city of Bath, he saw more than just the natural splendor – 
he saw evidence of God’s love manifest in creation itself. The words that would 
become “For the Beauty of the Earth” flowed from his pen, each verse a celebration of 
different aspects of God’s goodness.  

 

The hymn was originally written for communion services, published in a collection 
called “Lyra Eucharistica” – fittingly, as “Eucharist” derives from a Greek root 
meaning ‘grateful.’ Pierpoint crafted eight verses that followed a beautiful 
progression – from the physical beauty of creation to the spiritual beauty of the 
Church. His original refrain, “Christ, our God, to Thee we raise / This our sacrifice of 
praise,” drew inspiration from both the Book of Common Prayer’s post-Communion 
prayer and the Biblical text of Hebrews, connecting the hymn deeply to its eucharistic 
roots. The hymn tune that carries these words of praise is known as DIX,  composed 
by Conrad Kocher in 1838.  

Submitted by Vickie Kissinger 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Choir & Bells will resume on the 
following Wednesdays: 
 

Choir practice begins  

Wednesday, September 9 at 6:00.  

Bell Choir practice begins  

Wednesday, September 30 at 7:00.  
 

Choir Practice 6:00 - September 9, 23 & 30 

Bell Choir 7:00 - September 30 

Our Praise band Ahava 
will be playing Sunday 

September 20 & 27 
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PRAYER CORNER 
Please pray for the following people: 

Gil Hulshizer, Theda Raffauf, Bob Getz, Lori Oberholtzer, Jerry Petery, Deb Emberger, 

Tom Parrish Sr., Kelly Parrish, Wren Dillon, Jay Weaver, Jay Stoltzfus, Dave Haldeman, 

Ruth Hollinger, Barb Moyer, Fay Weitzel, Shannon Brown, Shirley Sweigart,  

Molly Brown, Carl Mohler Jr., Elaine Haldeman, Clair Miller, Mary Weidman, and 

Marty Leed & Family. 

 

Clifton Center for Medical Breakthroughs in Philadelphia: Mike Sawyer 

Ephrata Manor: Iris Weaver, Dorothy Hutchinson, Shirl Tobias and Pauline Sawyer 

Faithful Living, Denver: Vivian Gehr                 Gardens at Stevens: Pat & Nevin McQuate 

Keystone Villa: Betty Firestine & Janet Hirneisen 

Luther Acres Health Care: Judy Meckley        Neffsville Rehab & Nursing: Pauline Martin 

Penn State Hospital: Ashley Leed                                             Phoebe Berks: Nick Rampolla 

 

Please pray for those in the Armed Forces: Chris Weidman 

 

Please pray for friends and family at home: 

Carl Nincke, Dave & Wendy Bentz, Nancy Good, Kevin Gavin, Branda Reed,  

Doris McNally, Amanda Stuck, Tyler Herr, Brandi Erhart, Marine Jhabvala,  

Emily Martin, John Robertson, Deb Correa, Bud Kneisley, Everett Kimball, Jason Mertz, 

Robert Evans, Martha Miller, Brooke Stewart, Mary Lou Crum, Jimmy Vincent,  

Mary Stewart, Lorna Buohl, Richard Sockriter, Helen Blank, William Sockriter,  

Doug Cody, Mary Morton, Brenda Sweigart, Nancy Bolotine, Karen Leonhard,  

Mary Sanger, Brian Kerns, Bob Bos, Curtis Townsley, Robyn Redcay 

and Margaret Weller. 

 

Pray also for the grieving families of: 

Mike Leed, Nicole Bibbus, Rob French, Donna Kennedy, Robert Hackman,  

Marion Briere, Fred Griffith, Chris Castellano, Carl Usner, Peggy French, Marion 

Gideon, Bishop Guy Edmiston, Pastor Marty Sheaffer, George Wolf, Glenn Eidemiller, 

Sally Wealand, Bob Farr, Cheryl Nixon, Bea Hassler, Mary Moore, Orvilla Oberholtzer, 

Lowell Haws, Mary Jane Goshert, Ed Sieber, Darrell Buchter, Joyce Pannebecker, 

Barb Mertz, Beverly Sweigart, Maggie Kiralfy, Dale Firestone and Larry Rabold 
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Bible Readings for the month of September 
 

September 6 — Pentecost 15: Ezekiel 33:7-11, Psalm 119:33-40, 

Romans 13:8-14 & Matthew 18:15-20  

September 13 — Pentecost 16: Genesis 50:15-21, Psalm 103:1-13, 

Romans 14:1-12 & Matthew 18:21-35  

September 20 —Pentecost 17: Jonah 3:10-4:11, Psalm 145:1-8, 

Philippians 1:21-30 & Matthew 20:1-16 

September 27— Pentecost 18: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32, Psalm 25:1-9, 

Philippians 2:1-3 & Matthew 21:23-32 

We are in need of Communion Set Up and 

Coffee Social volunteers. 

If you are interested to help, please contact 

either Lisa Reed, Pastor Tim or the Church 

Office for the Communion Set up. 

For the Coffee Social you can contact Anita 

Soto, Kristi Leonhard or the Church Office. 

Dedications will be 

phrased: The Altar 

Flowers and Bulletins 

are dedicated to the 

Glory of God by…..in 

honor or memory of….. 

The following dates 

are available for 

dedication: 

September 13 & 20 

October 18 &25 

November 15 
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Council August 13, 2026 

Lowell Yost called the August meeting to order at 6:30 pm.  Mike Haller read a devotion 

about trusting God to move your mountains and Mark 11:22-25. 

We discussed the progress on the driveway/parking lot.  We are continuing the fund 

drive for the repairs and a grant and loan applications are being filed. 

We began the dialogue regarding needing a new council president and vice president for 

2027.  Lowell Yost, Troy Adair and Randy Brubaker will end their 3rd terms in December. 

Next Meeting is Thursday September 17th at 6:30 pm. 

We adjourned the meeting with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Usher Schedules for September 
 

September 6: Head – Linda Weaver, Vic Richard and  
Alternate Lowell Yost 

September 13: Head – Troy Adair, Randy Brubaker and  
Alternate Joan Moore 

September 20: Head – Nancy Eberly, Ben Gunzenhauser and  
Alternate Mike Haller 

September 27 Harvest Home: Head – Shawn Jeffers, Kristi Leonhard 
and Alternate Hayden Leonhard 

 

Council Terms: 

Council Members may serve 3 consecutive 2-year terms after which they must 
wait a year before they can serve again. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3rd term ends Dec. 2026 

Lowell Yost 

Troy Adair 

Randy Brubaker 
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Harvest Home Sunday September 27th 

A tradition of many years that folks from Mellingers 

adorn the church on Harvest Home Sunday with food 

items that our Social Ministry Committee donates to 

local food banks. 

The following items are recommended to give: Cooking 

oils (Olive or Canola), crackers, spices/seasonings (Chilli, 

Taco, Ranch), powdered milk, instant coffee, oatmeal 

(packets, quick oats, steel cut), quinoa, broths, flour, 

baking powder or soda, sugar and jelly/jams. 

 

Other Items on their list to consider contributing: 

Paper Towels 

Laundry Soap 

Toiletry Items 
 

Diapers 

Feminine Products 
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Sunday 
September 6, 13, 20 & 27 

   9:00 am Church Services 

September 13th  Pastor Henry Herbener leading worship service 

                                 10:15 am First day of Sunday School 

September 20th  9:00 am Installation of Sunday School Teachers 

                                                       2:00 pm Pastor Tim preaching at Keystone Villa, Ephrata 

                                     September 27th  Harvest Home Service 

 

Monday 
September 14th  5:30 pm Social Ministry Meeting at The Sweigart’s 
 

Tuesday 
September 8, 15, 22, & 29 

   6:30 – 8:00 pm Pastor Tim Zoom Bible Study 
 

Wednesday 
September 9, 16 & 30 
   1:30 – 3:00 pm  In Person Bible Study at Mellingers in the Library 

September 23rd  1:30 pm Pastor Tim playing music at Keystone Villa, Ephrata 
 

Thursday 
September 10th – September 13th  Pastor Tim will be on vacation. 

September 17th  2:00 pm Pastor Tim playing music at Ephrata Manor 

                                 6:30 pm Council Meeting 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Scout Troop 115 Calendar 

September 15-18: Parking cars at the 
Denver Fair 

October 9-11: Webelos Weekend at 
Camp Mack 

October 23-25: District Fall Outpost at 
Camp Mack 

 

2027 

February 7: Scout Sunday 

March 6: Spaghetti Dinner 

September 15 – 19 Denver Fair Week 
 

September 22 – 26 Ephrata Fair Week 



9 

 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES AT CHURCH  

   We are a blessed congregation to have hard working individuals involved in our volunteer 
opportunities.  If you want to lend an extra hand, here are the areas: 
 

Church Council  Lowell Yost contact: 717-314-3149  or Pastor Tim Craven contact: 717-468-9049 

Monthly meetings are held at the church and members are elected by the congregation.  Servants oversee the 

Ministry of the Gospel of Jesus Christ and God's house of worship. 
 

Altar Guild  Kimberley Craven contact: 717-738-3838 

Meet as needed.  Servants maintain the Chancel area of God's house of worship. 
 

Youth Group  Paul & Kristi Leonhard contact: 717-940-7535 

Servants meet on a regular basis, usually Sunday evenings.  Lead the youth in spiritual growth, service, and 

fellowship. 
 

Worship & Music  Vickie Kissinger contact: 717-354-6575 

Servants meet as needed to plan worship schedule and music with the Pastor and Director of Music. 
 

Personnel Committee  Nancy Eberly contact: 717-945-2895 

Meet as needed at the church.  Servants serves as the Human Resources group as requested by the Church 

Council. 
 

Finance Committee  Nancy Eberly contact: 717-945-2895 

Meet as needed at the church.  Servants study all the fiscal activity of Mellingers’ congregation. 
 

Special Flowers  Pat Haller contact: 717-368-4975 

Servants coordinate the special service days floral displays in worship. 
 

Scripture Readers  Anita Soto contact: 717-419-5520 

Servants schedule scripture readers for all scheduled services. 
 

Coffee Social  Kristi Leonhard contact 717-940-7535 

Weekly event.  Servants provide set up, serve, clean-up, for social fellowship after Worship services. 
 

Christian Education  Diane Adair contact: 717-715-3124 

Meet as needed.  Servants formulate and oversee, Christian education for both children and adults. 
 

Social Ministry  Shirley Sweigart contact: 717-538-1946 

Meet on the second Monday of each month at 6:00 p.m.  Servants perform semiannual shut in visits, serve 

luncheon after funerals, serve congregational meals at Spring Fling, Christmas, and other special events that 

may arise through the year. 
 

Discipleship In Life  Call the office: 717-336-8800 

Meet as needed after church services at 10:30 a.m. in the church. 

Servants participate with items on yearly agenda: Stewardship, evangelism, Goat ministry, Great Eight (Lenten 

Discipline), continual evaluation of our hands relative to the Great Commission. 
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WHAT:  SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

WHERE:  Right here at  Mellinger’s Church.  
There are classes for all ages.   
 

WHEN:  Sunday mornings from 10:15 to 11:00 
beginning September 13th,  
following Worship & Coffee Time.  
 (you may even bring you snacks to class) 
 

WHY:  You are never too Young or Old to explore God’s word. 
              Give it a try.  You truly will have a great time! 
 

*When we meditate on God’s word,  
are transformed by its Power* (Romans 12:2) 
 

WHO:  ALL God’s Children of every age!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A special note from Pastor Traci Glover: 

Weaving the Community Together 

The second annual Weave Retreat will be held Saturday, October 3rd, 

2026, from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. at Salem Evangelical Lutheran Church,  

26 Owl Hill Road, Lititz, PA 17543. 

The day will be spent assembling 12’ x 12’ crocheted or knitted squares into afghan-sized blankets. 

The squares can be made ahead of time, using any color yarn and any stitch of worsted weight, 

machine washable yarn. Because of allergies, it is requested wool yarn not be used for the squares. 

Once assembled into afghans, the afghans will be distributed to several local agencies and 

organizations serving those in transitional housing. Lunch and light snacks will be available 

throughout the day. Last year’s event featured twenty-two people from nine congregations coming 

together to assemble twenty blankets. The completed blankets were donated to organizations in 

Lancaster County assisting with homelessness, including the Lancaster Hub. 

Registration can be completed online by using the following link: 

https://forms.gle/UjmrKY5JPybrfVKWA from now until September 20th. 

For more information or questions, please call Pr. Traci Glover at (717) 979-8521. 

 

https://forms.gle/UjmrKYSJPybrfVKWA
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77th semi-annual 
ST. PAUL’S ADAMSTOWN FREE 
COMMUNITY OUTGROWN 
EXCHANGE 

Clothing for all ages – plus some other 
items see below 

DATES TO DONATE & COME SHOP 

WEEK OF September 21-26 

Come and get items but we also will be taking donations of clean items on 
all the days except as listed below.  You do not need to drop off to come get 
items.  Donation & shopping days are as follows. 

  ONLY ACCEPTING: Clothing (including shoes & coats), linens, toys, games, puzzles, 
books, purses - **NO household items, VHS, DVD’s, Car Seats, Electronics 

 

DONATION ONLY DAYS 

Monday, September 21 — 9 am—1 pm (donation only)  

Tuesday, September 22 – 5 pm – 8 pm (donation only) 

Wednesday, September 23 & Thursday, September 24— 9 am to 1 pm 
(donation only) 
 

SHOPPING DAYS ONLY 

Thursday, September 24 – 5 pm -7 pm (NO DONATIONS) 

Friday, September 25 – 9 am – 1 pm (NO DONATIONS) 

Saturday, September 26 – 8 am – 11 am (NO DONATIONS) 
 

Follow the QR code to our Facebook page 

 

No Public bathroom usage 

Left over items will be           St. Paul’s Lutheran   

 donated to various charities.  80 E. Main Street 

We can limit the number of  Adamstown, PA  19501 

 children’s items you take.  For more info: 

No charitable donation form.  717-484-4885 
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Most of you have noticed that we have the significant cracks in our upper parking 

lot.  Our Property Committee has scheduled repair and repaving.  Since the cost will 

be nearly $80,000, Council initiated a fund-raising effort and is also applying for a 

grant and a loan.  Look for the special Parking Lot Repair envelope to contribute.   

To date the congregation has contributed nearly $12,000 to the Parking Lot Fund. 

Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Social Ministry Committee at Mellingers contributes school kits, personal care kits 

and quilts every year for the Ingathering in October.  Our goal this year is to assemble 

200 school kits, 130 personal care kits and 60 quilts.  If you would like to help in our 

effort, please see a Social Ministry member or pick up an LWR envelope in the Narthex.  

Thank you. 

CONTRIBUTION OPPORTUNITIES AT MELLINGERS  

Contributions may be made to the following funds at any time and may also be used to 
aid people in designating monies for memorials.  Should you wish to donate to any of 

these funds, please place funds in an envelope and provide the name of the fund in 
which you would like your donation placed, your name and envelope number. 

 Parking Lot / Driveway                                                  Needy Fund 

 Builders of Hope                                                            Maintenance and Building Fund 

 Lutheran World Relief 
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September 1 

Dale Leed 
 

September 3 

Daniel Klopp 
 

September 6 

Randall Brubaker, Jeffrey Gregory, 

Kristi Leonhard 
 

September 7 

Mallory Moyer 
 

September 10 

David Barr 
 

September 11 

Xavier Fishbach 
 

September 12 

Heather Witter 
 

September 13 

Duane Shade 
 

September 19 

Heidi Getz & Elizabeth Stief 
 

September 21 

Kingston Fishbach, Sharon Rhoads, 

Vic Richard 
 

September 22 

Clair Miller 
 

 

 

 

September 23 

Gus Barr & Jerry Zerbe 
 

September 24 

Shari Weaver 
 

September 26 

Timothy Craven & Maggie Biles 
 

September 27 

Matt Weitzel 
 

September 30 

Loretta Fausnacht & Quincy Martin 

September 10th 

Ronald Weinhold 

September 19th 

Dolly Gehman 
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September 5 

Shirley & Rodger Sweigart 
 

September 9 

Shannon & Shawn Brown 
 

September 22 

Robin & David Barr 
 

September 24 

Diane & Troy Adair 
 

September 28 

Judy & Larry Meckley 
 

September 30 

Shari & Scott Weaver 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 4 

Sharon & Daniel Rhoads 

September 6 

Melanie & Joe Brubaker 

The Ahava Concert held on Sunday August 16th raised 
$400 and 4 boxes of supplies for 

Community Hive despite the rainy weather. 
 

Thank you for your generosity towards our neighbors. 
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Important contact information 

MINISTERS: The people of Mellingers 

STAFF 

Pastor: Rev. Timothy Craven  (717) 738-3838   Cell: (717) 468-9049 
Director of Christian Education: Diane Adair (717) 715-3124 
Director of Music: Vickie Kissinger (717) 354-6575  vickiekissinger@gmail.com 
Secretary: Ashley Weinhold (717) 336-8800  mellingerslutheran@gmail.com 
Treasurer: Jon Hogan (814) 289-1646 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL 
President: Lowell Yost (717) 471-7758            Vice-President: Troy Adair (717) 715-3126 

Randy Brubaker (717) 314-3449 Nancy Eberly (717) 945-2895 Ben Gunzenhauser  (717) 733-6414 

Mike Haller (717) 368-1572 Shawn Jeffers (717) 278-5000 Hayden Leonhard (717) 468-5549 

Kristi Leonhard (717) 940-7535 Vic Richard (717) 951-8977 Linda Weaver (717) 587-1319 

Recording Secretary: Ashley Weinhold (717) 336-8800  
 

LEADERS 
Altar Guild: Kimberley Craven  Chair: (717) 738-3838 

Blood Pressure Check Coordinator: Susan Specht (717) 336-4601 

Camp Person: Kimberley Craven (717) 738-3838 

Coffee Social: Kristi Leonhard (717) 940-7535 

Communion Set-Up: Lisa Reed (717) 341-1663 

Finance Committee: Vic Richard (717) 951-8977, Pat Haller (717) 368-4975, Nancy Eberly (717) 945-2895 

Financial Secretary: Jill Showalter (717) 336-2839    Assistant Financial Secretary: Dawn Henry (610) 914-3218 

Lawn Care: Pat Jeffers (717) 336-8170 

Newsletter Editor: Office Staff (717) 336-8800 

Offering Counters: Nancy Eberly (717) 945-2895 

Scout Liaison: David Haldeman (717) 733-8551 

Scripture Reader Coordinator: Anita Soto (717) 419-5520 

Snow Removal: Andy Leonhard (717) 336-8800 

Special Flowers: Pat Haller (717) 368-4975 

Treasurer: Jon Hogan (814) 289-1646    Assistant Treasurer: Skip Hutchinson (717) 733-5029 

Web Site Editor: Office Staff (717) 336-8800 

Wedding Coordinator: Brittany Hartlove (717) 715-3127 
 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
Discipleship In Life: TBD 

Endowment/Memorial: Randy Brubaker (717) 733-9222 

Personnel: Nancy Eberly (717) 945-2895 

Property: Andy Leonhard (717) 336-8800 

Social Ministry: Shirley Sweigart (717) 538-1946 

Worship and Music: Nancy Hain (717) 336-6270 

Youth Group Advisors: Kristi & Paul Leonhard  (717) 733-1260  Cell: (717) 940-7535  Pastor Tim (717) 738 3838 

SCOUT LEADERS 

Troop 115: Sheldon Brubaker (717) 468-5333 smb115@ptd.net 

Pack 115: Daniel Marszalek.  (717)-405-9724  scoutleaderdan115@yahoo.com 
 

Peace be with you! 
 

SERVICE TIMES 

Sunday 

Worship Service 

9 am 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

RESOURCES

WEBSITE: www.mellingers.org 
 

FACEBOOK: Check us out on 
Facebook.  We are listed under 
Mellingers Evangelical  
Lutheran Church. 

mailto:scoutleaderdan115@yahoo.com

