SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
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MELLINGERS LUTHERAN CHURCH
80 GOCKLEY ROAD
STEVENS, PA 17578

717-336-8800



Pastor’s Contact Information Director of Music

Rev. Timothy L. Craven Vickie Kissinger (717) 354-6575
Home: (717) 738-3838 E-Mail: vickiekissinger@gmail.com
Mobile: (717) 468-9049

E-Mail: revtlc@ptd.net Director of Christian Education

Diane Adair (717) 715-3124

PRAYER CORNER
Please pray for the following people: Jay Stoltzfus, Dave Haldeman,
Jonah Hogan, Vic Richard, Jean Lausch, Missy Weber, Wren Dillon,
Dave Weidman, at McQuate, Tim Harting, Stacey Emberger, Mike Leed,
Ruth Hollinger, Barb Moyer, Fay Weitzel, Shannon Brown, Shirley Sweigart,
Molly Brown, Carl Mohler Jr., Jay Weaver, Vivian Gehr, Tom Parrish Sr,
Elaine Haldeman, Clair Miller, Theda Raffauf, Mary Weidman, and
Marty Leed & Family.

Ephrata Manor: Iris Weaver, Dorothy Hutchinson, Shirl Tobias and Pauline Sawyer
Gardens at Stevens: Pat & Nevin McQuate Luther Acres Health Care: Judy Meckley
Keystone Villa: Betty Firestine & Janet Hirneisen

Neffsville Rehab & Nursing: Pauline Martin Phoebe Berks: Nick Rampolla

Please pray for those in the Armed Forces: Chris Weidman in Qatar

Please pray for friends and family at home: Martha Miller,

Brooke Stewart, Sheri Kiefer, Bob Harker, Bob Meck, Peggy French,

Mary Lou Crum, Darlene Datras, Gale Fassnacht, Candace Stoudt,

Merrill Fisher, Jimmy Vincent, Mary Stewart, Lisa Wing, Cocalico Builders of
Hope (finding a house for housing program), Lorna Buohl, Richard Sockriter,
David Taimuty, Helen Blank, William Sockriter, Doug Cody, Ron Neidigh,
Mary Morton, Brenda Sweigart, Nancy Bolotine, Karen Leonhard,

Mary Sanger, Andy & Brenda Gabig, Brian Kerns, Bob Bos, Curtis Townsley,
Robyn Redcay, Margaret Weller, Cynthia Peters and Priscilla (last name only).

Pray also for the grieving families of: Marion Gideon, Bishop Guy
Edmiston, Pastor Marty Sheaffer, George Wolf, Glenn Eidemiller,

Sally Wealand, Bob Farr, Cheryl Nixon, Bea Hassler, Mary Moore,

Orvilla Oberholtzer, Lowell Haws, Mary Jane Goshert, Ed Sieber, Nancy Leh,
Darrell Buchter, Jack Poole, Sharlene Miller, Joyce Pannebecker, Barb Mertz,
Beverly Sweigart, Maggie Kiralfy, Dale Firestone, Yvonne Walters and

Larry Rabold
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* WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP
*Please stand if you are able
Welcome / Announcements
Prelude: “On Eagles Wings” -Michael Joncas

TGATHERINGT
Pastor: This is the day the Lord has made.
Congregation: Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

*GATHERING HYMN: #863 “My God, How Wonderful Thou Art”

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS OF SINS

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ¥+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. Let us confess our sin
in the presence of God and of one another.

(a brief silence is observed)
P: Most merciful God,
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen



P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the

Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen

*GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
*THE HYMN OF PRAISE
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*THE PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray.

Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven
and on earth. In your great mercy receive the prayers of all your
children, and give to all the world the Spirit of your truth and peace,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen

T GOD’S WORD +

FIRST READING ACTS: 17:22-31
Lay Reader (Martha Petery): A reading from Acts the 17th chapter.

In Athens, Paul faces the challenge of proclaiming the gospel to Greeks
who know nothing of either Jewish or Christian tradition. He
proclaims that the “unknown god” whom they worship is the true
Lord of heaven and earth who will judge the world with justice
through Jesus, whom God has raised from the dead.

22 Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how
extremely spiritual you are in every way. 23 For as I went through the
city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among
them an altar with the inscription, “To an unknown god.” What
therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24The God
who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and
earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, 25nor is he served
by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives
to all mortals life and breath and all things. 26 From one ancestor he
made all peoples to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of
their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live,
2750 that they would search for God and perhaps fumble about for him



and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. 28 For
‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your
own poets have said,

‘For we, too, are his offspring.’
29 “Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is
like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination
of mortals. 3°While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance,
now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 3 because he has
fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by
a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all
by raising him from the dead.”
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

THE PSALMODY PSALM 66:8-20
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Bless our God, you peoples; let the sound of praise be heard.
8 Bless our | God, you peoples;
let the sound of | praise be heard.
90ur God has kept us a- | mong the living
and has not allowed our | feet to slip.
10 For you, O God, have | tested us;
you have tried us just as sil- | ver is tried.
1You brought us in- | to the net;
you laid heavy burdens up- | on our backs.
12You let people ride over our heads; we went through ! fire and
water,
but you brought us out into a place | of refreshment.
131 will enter your house | with burnt offerings
and will pay | you my vows—
14 those that I promised | with my lips
and spoke with my mouth when I | was in trouble.




151 will offer you burnt offerings of fatlings with the | smoke
of rams;
I will give you ox- | en and goats.
16 Come and listen, all you | who believe,
and I will tell you what God has | done for me.
171 called out to God | with my mouth,
and praised the Lord | with my tongue.
18Tf I had cherished evil | in my heart,
the Lord would | not have heard me;
19 but in truth | God has heard me
and has attended to the sound | of my prayer.
20 Blessed be God, who has not reject- | ed my prayer,
nor withheld unfailing | love from me.

CHILDRENS SERMON
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Page 142
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*THE HOLY GOSPEL JOHN 14:15-21
P: The Holy Gospel according to John the 14th chapter.

n 1
i fr—
s — e
[
'y
C| Glo - ry to you, O Lord.

In final words to his disciples on the night of his arrest, Jesus
encourages obedience to his commandments and speaks of the Spirit,
who will be with them forever.
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15 “If you love me, you will keep my
commandments. 1© And I will ask the Father, and he will give you
another Advocate, to be with you forever. 7 This is the Spirit of truth,
whom the world cannot receive because it neither sees him nor knows
him. You know him because he abides with you, and he will be in you.
18 “T will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 91In a little
while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I
live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will know that I am in my
Father, and you in me, and I in you. 2 They who have my
commandments and keep them are those who love me, and those who
love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal
myself to them.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to you, O  Christ,
MESSAGE: “TI Will Not Leave You Orphaned” -Pastor Craven

SPECIAL MUSIC: -John & Erin Biles



*THE APOSTLE’S CREED

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven
and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to
judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

+ Prayers of Intercession 1

*P: Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem
our broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.
A brief silence.

P: God of new life, you call us through the waters of baptism to be in
relationship with you and one another. Guide the church and its
leaders to proclaim Christ’s righteousness throughout the world.
Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.

P: You create the world and all that is in it. Shelter budding plants and
young animals, provide unpolluted habitats and clean water, and raise
up stewards for the environment. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.



P: You set civil servants in the places where we live. Instill truth and
equity among judges and lawyers, gentleness and courage among first
responders, and peace among leaders of towns and nations. Merciful

God,
C: receive our prayer.

P: You provide comfort in times of trouble. Heal those who are sick,
shelter any who are unhoused, feed those undernourished, and
accompany and console all who are lonely, bereaved, anxious, or ill
(especially). Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.

P: You are love and you desire that we love one another. As a mother
hen cares for her chicks, bless all who provide motherly care in our
lives, and inspire us to care for one another. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

P: God of new life, your steadfast love endures forever. Inspire us by
the example of the faithful departed, who clung to your promises of life,
forgiveness of sins, and salvation. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.

P: God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the
good news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen
Savior.

C: Amen

*THE PEACE
P: The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.



*OFFERING HYMN: “Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing!”
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*OFFERING PRAYER

P: Merciful Father,

C: Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by
day you shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to
new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to
praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

* WE CELEBRATE THE LORD’S SUPPER ¥

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
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*THE PREFACE:
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy........cccceeevvvivieeeeeiieeecnnnnee,

We praise Your name and join their unending hymn:

*THE SANCTUS
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*THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and
eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper he took the cup and gave thanks and gave it for all
to drink saying: this cup is the new covenant in my blood shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

*TRADITIONAL LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

All Baptized Christians are welcome for Communion.
(If you would like baptized, see Pastor Tim.).

We ask parents to bring their non-communing children with
them for a blessing. To receive the sacrament wine, take an
empty cup from the tray. A grape juice option and gluten free
communion wafers provided. If you cannot come to the
Chancel, Communion will be taken to you.

Please notify an Usher.

During Communion

Hymn #522: “As We Gather at Your Table”
Hymn #476: “Thee We Adore, O Savior”
Hymn #488: “Soul Adorn Yourself in Gladness”
Hymn # 616: “Jesus Remember Me”

*POST COMMUNION BLESSING

*Post Communion Canticle: Hymn #210: “Blessed Be God”
Blessed be God, the source of all life, the word of salvation,
The spirit of mercy.

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER

P: Let us pray.

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to
conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish
your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that
we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen
Lord.

C: Amen



* WE LEAVE TO SERVE T

*BENEDICTION AND BLESSING
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious unto you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and ¥+ give you peace.
C: Amen Amen Amen (sung responsively)

*SENDING HYMN: #408 “Come Thou Almighty King”

DISMISSAL

P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord with joy.

C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: “Trumpet Voluntary” — Henry Purcell

Participants in the Service:

Pastor: Timothy Craven Church Secretary: Ashley Weinhold
Organist: Vickie Kissinger Lay Reader: Martha Petery
Communion Assistant: Tess Freeman Psalmist: Choir
Videographer: John Biles Soundboard: Joe Brubaker

Ushers: Shawn Jeffers, Ben Gunzenhauser and Alternate Linda Weaver

Weekly Receipts Report as of 05/07/26

Attendance (Inside / Parking Lot) 84

Online Attendance 154

General Receipts $2,133.00




