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THE LAMPSTAND 
Mellingers Evangelical Lutheran Church 

80 Gockley Road  Stevens, PA 17578 

 

Pastor’s Meditation 

How You Can Change the World 

 

The Apostle Paul tells us in  

Philippians 4: 7, “And the peace of God, 

which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts 

and your minds in Christ Jesus.”  Peace will guard you. 
 

   In a world where the shadows seem to be ever 

deepening and hatred seems to be a way of life for so 

many, it is only the peace of God which will guard you 

from succumbing to the darkness.  When the mobs get 

riled up, it’s too easy for so many to get involved if not in 

actual violence but in violent speech which often leads to 

real violence. 
 

   Martin Luther said that we can never match the devil in 

the ways of the world.  But we can match and surpass the 

devil as we are in Christ in the world. The devil is having a 

good old time today. 
 

Consider being a person of peace:  A Christian, that is. 

In a world of increasing violence and hatred people are 

getting tired and seeking peace.  You can change the 

world by offering that peace to people you encounter.  To be a person of peace, 

someone to whom world-weary people can be drawn,  

this is our mission…our light in the darkness…. 
 

   The first chapter of the Gospel of John describes Jesus as “the light shines in the 

darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.” 
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   Do you want to change the world?   Be at peace in Christ.  Show people that you 

are at peace despite the madness and people will be drawn to you….they will seek 

you for relief and comfort.  You will change the world.  And when they come to you 

then you can lay them gently in the arms of Jesus, the author of this peace. 
 

   Jesus said in Matthew 11: 28. “Come to me, all you that are carrying heavy burdens 

and I will give you rest for I am gentle and humble in heart and you will find rest for 

your souls.” 
 

   That’s how you change the world.  Become a magnet for people who are looking for 

peace, for rest in Christ. 
In Christ, Pastor Tim 

 
 

Bible Readings for the month of March 

March 1 – 2 Lent: Genesis 12:1-4a, Psalm 121, Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 
& John 3:1-17 
 

March 8 – 3 Lent: Exodus 17:1-7, Psalm 95, Romans 5:1-11  
& John 4:5-42 
 

March 15 – 4 Lent: 1 Samuel 16:1-13, Psalm 23, Ephesians 5:8-14 & John 9:1-41 
 

March 22 – 5 Lent: Ezekiel 37:1-14, Psalm 130, Romans 8:6-11 & John 11:1-45 
 

March 29 – Palm Sunday: Isaiah 50:4-9a, Psalm 31:9-16, Philippians 2:5-11  
& Matthew 26:14-27:66 
 

Ushers for March 

March 1 Head: Shawn Jeffers, Nancy Eberly and  
alternate Mike Haller 

March 8 Head: Ben Gunzenhauser, Hayden Leonhard and  
alternate Kristi Leonhard 

March 15 Head: Linda Weaver, Vic Richard and  
alternate Jean Lausch 

March 22 Head: Troy Adair, Mike Haller and alternate Nancy Eberly 

March 29 Palm Sunday Head: Randy Brubaker, Troy Adair and alternate Jill Showalter 
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Hymn of the Month for March 

“Just As I Am”  - Charlotte Elliot 
 

   "Just As I Am" was written by Charlotte Elliot in 1835, first appearing in the 

Christian Remembrancer, of which Elliott became the editor in 1836.  The final verse 

is taken from Elliott's Hours of Sorrow Cheered and Comforted (1836). 
 

   Charlotte Elliot wrote this song about how to find salvation through Christ.  It has 

been used by many as the call to the altar at the close of services, as it brings a quite 

simple message of sin, forgiveness, and salvation to all that turn from sin and trust in 

Jesus. 
 

   Charlotte spent the first 32 years of her life in Clapham, England.  As a young 

woman, she was gifted as a portrait artist and a writer of humorous verse.  Then, in 

her early thirties, she suffered a serious illness that left her weak and depressed.  She 

was an invalid and suffered much during the last 50 years of her life.  In 1823, she 

moved to Brighton.  She was a member of the Church of England.  Charlotte was 

confined to her home and unable to attend church services. 
 

   During her illness, a well-known preacher, Cesar Malan of Switzerland, came to visit 

her.  He asked her if she had peace with God.  She was facing many inner struggles 

because of feeling useless, and she resented the question.  She refused to talk about 

it that day, but a few days later called Dr. Malan and apologized.  She said she wanted 

to clean up her life before becoming a Christian.  Malan answered, "Come just as you 

are."  She gave her life to Christ that day.  Some years later at age 45, Charlotte 

remembered those five words and began to write the seven verses of "Just As I Am" 

in 1834.  In spite of being raised in a Christian home, she reflected on her conflicts, 

doubts and was unsure of her relationship with Christ.  So she penned her words of 

assurance about Jesus loving her just as she was.  William B. Bradbury composed 

music for her lyrics and published the song in 1849.  This hymn has been translated 

into many languages all over the world.  Tens of thousands of people have committed 

their lives to Christ during the playing of this hymn, message of sin, forgiveness, and 

salvation to all that turn from sin and trust in Jesus. 

 

 
Submitted by Vickie Kissinger 
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A Little Jewish History Lesson 

What does “Amen” mean? 
 

   We hear it all the time at Sunday morning worship or a Bible study.  And every Sunday 
morning we sing the “Three-fold Amen” after the Benediction. 
Pastors and Bible scholars know, but do you know what it means or the origin? 
Many years ago in the Lutheran hymnals, an Amen was placed at the end of every hymn.   
It still appears in some other hymnals.  Do you know there is a name for the musical Amen 
at the end of a hymn?  It’s called a Plagal Cadence. 
 

   The word amen is a liturgical response to hearing someone else recite a blessing or 
certain prayers.  The Hebrew root of amen, aleph-mem-nun (אמנ), is shared with the word 
emunah, meaning faith or belief.  Reciting amen is thus an indication that the speaker 
affirms the truth of what was said, an indication reflected in its common English translation 
as “verily” or “truly.”  It is used in both religious contexts — as a response to a blessing or 
prayer — and sometimes to punctuate everyday declarations.  Jews typically pronounce it 
ah-men rather than ay-men, which is more common in other faith traditions. 
 

   In everyday Jewish practice, amen is most commonly recited in response to hearing 
someone else recite a blessing.  This is the case for blessings recited in the course of the 
thrice daily prayer services — for example, during the public repetition of the Amidah 
prayer, the congregation recites amen after each of its constituent blessings.  It’s also the 
case for blessings recited in other contexts, including before and after eating and drinking.  
According to Jewish law, reciting amen with intention after hearing someone else say a 
blessing is akin to having actually said the blessing.  It is through the power of reciting amen 
that one person has the ability to recite a blessing on someone else’s behalf. 
 

   The term itself originates in the Bible specifically in Deuteronomy, where the word appears 
at the conclusion of each of twelve successive verses at the close of the 27th chapter, each 
declaring someone as cursed for violating a particular commandment.  After each one, the 
text states: “And all the people shall say, 
Amen.”  It also appears three times 
in duplicate (amen amen) in the Psalms, 
dividing that collection of 150 liturgical 
poems into distinct groupings or “books.” 
 

Now you know! 

Submitted by Vickie Kissinger 
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PRAYER CORNER 
Please pray for the following people: 

Mike Leed, Ruth Hollinger, Martha Petery, Barb Moyer, Fay Weitzel, Shannon Brown, 

Shirley Sweigart, Molly Brown, Carl Mohler Jr., Jay Weaver, Dave Haldeman,  

Vivian Gehr, Tom Parrish Sr, Elaine Haldeman, Clair Miller, Skip Hutchinson,  

Jay Stoltzfus, Theda Raffauf, Mary Weidman and Marty Leed & Family. 

 

Artman Lutheran Home, Ambler: Sally Wealand 

Ephrata Manor: Iris Weaver, Dorothy Hutchinson, Shirl Tobias and Pauline Sawyer 

Gardens at Stevens: Pat & Nevin McQuate 

Keystone Villa: Betty Firestine & Janet Hirneisen 

Luther Acres Personal Care: Judy Meckley 

Neffsville Rehab & Nursing: Pauline Martin                      Phoebe Berks: Nick Rampolla 

 

Mary Lou Crum, Marion Gideon, Darlene Datras, Goerge Wolf, Bonnie Weinhold, 

Gale Fassnacht, Candace Stoudt, Bob Harker, Merrill Fisher, Jimmy Vincent,  

Mary Stewart, Lisa Wing, Bob Farr, Cheryl Nixon, Cocalico Builders of Hope (finding 

a house for housing program), Lorna Buohl, Richard Sockriter, David Taimuty,  

Helen Blank, William Sockriter, Doug Cody, Ron Neidigh, Mary Morton,  

Brenda Sweigart, Nancy Bolotine, Karen Leonhard, Mary Sanger, Andy & Brenda 

Gabig, Brian Kerns, Bob Bos, Curtis Townsley, Robyn Redcay, Margaret Weller, 

Cynthia Peters and Priscilla (last name only). 

 

Pray also for the grieving families of: 

Bea Hassler, Mary Moore, Orvilla Oberholtzer, Lowell Haws, Mary Jane Goshert,  

Ed Sieber, Nancy Leh, Darrell Buchter, Jack Poole, Sharlene Miller,  

Joyce Pannebecker, Barb Mertz, Beverly Sweigart, Maggie Kiralfy, Dale Firestone, 

Yvonne Walters, Larry Rabold, Zach Caflin, Bob Weaver, Pastor Conrad Youse,  

Karen Krater, Vesta Reber, Jean Shober, Joyce Boyer, Joan Wentzel, Jeff Moyer,  

Anna Weinhold, and Kenton Shaffer. 
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Council 

February 12, 2026 

Lowell Yost called the February 

meeting to order at 6:30 pm.  

Vic Richard said a prayer to 

encourage council members to 

continue working together for 

the church and our community. 

Treasurer Jon Hogan reported 

we have raised $6,150 towards 

the parking lot replacement. 

Vickie Kissinger proposed having 

the Celtic duo “Summer on 

Duke” perform again in the 

spring. 

Next Meeting is Thursday  

March 12th at 6:30 pm. 

We adjourned the meeting with 

the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Easter Flowers for Our Easter Service 

It is time to order flowers for our Easter Service 

on Sunday April 5th.  This year we are offering 

the following: 

Daffodils – 6 ½ inch pot with 4-6 full size blooms 

for $8.00 

Tulips – 6 inch pot with 5 to 6 blooms of 1 color 

for $8.00 

White Lilies – 6 inch pot with 3-4 blooms  

for $10.00 
 

Forms and envelopes are located on the  

Narthex Table.  Checks to be made out to: 

Mellingers Lutheran Church. 

This year proceeds benefit our Needy Fund. 
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Sunday 
March 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29 (Palm Sunday) 

   9:00 am Church Services 

March 8th:  Temple Talk - The Great 8 Program 

March 22nd  9:00 am Ahava will be playing 

March 29th  Easter Egg Hunt during Sunday School hour 

 

Monday 

March 9th   6:00 pm Social Ministry Meeting 
 

Tuesday 

March 3, 10, 17, 24 & 31 
   6:30 - 8:00 pm Pastor Tim Zoom Bible Study  Topic: The Gospel of Luke 

 

Wednesday 

March 4, 11 & 25  1:30 – 3:00 pm  In Person Bible Study at Mellingers in the Library 

March 4th  7:00 pm Lenten Cluster Service at Bergstrasse Lutheran in Ephrata 

March 11th  7:00 pm Lenten Cluster Service at St. Paul Lutheran in Adamstown 

March 18th  NOON Lenten Cluster Service at Muddy Creek Lutheran in Denver 

March 25th  7:00 pm Lenten Cluster Service at Mellingers in Schoeneck.  Ahava will 
be playing during the service. 

 

Thursday 

March 12th  6:30 pm Council Meeting 

 

Saturday 

March 7th  Time Change  Move your clocks ahead 1 hour at bedtime. 
 
 
 
 

 

In case of inclement weather on Sunday check for 

information on Mellingers Facebook page or call the 

Church phone number after 7:30 am 717-336-8800 
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During the Lenten Season, our Discipleship in Life Committee is 

committed to helping raise funds for local organizations. 

This year, our Great 8 program is looking to help Samantha Patschke who 

is working for the Lord in Central America. 
 

Dear Pastor Tim and friends in Christ, 

Warm greetings. 

   I hope this letter finds you well and filled 

with God’s peace.  It is with great joy that  

I write to introduce you to the  

Garífuna community where we serve, and to 

share a bit about our ministry and how you 

might partner with us in supporting the 

children we love. 
 

   The Garífuna people are an Afro-Indigenous culture living primarily along the 

Caribbean coasts of Honduras, Guatemala, Belize, and Nicaragua.  Their heritage 

includes music, dance, storytelling and a strong sense of community, beautifully 

reflecting the creativity and resilience of our ancestors.  Yet, like many communities, 

we face significant challenges: 

Cultural and Social Challenges 

• Language loss: Many children are shifting away from the Garífuna language as 

they seek better educational and economic opportunities. 

• Economic hardship: A large portion of families live below the poverty line, 

which makes access to quality education and consistent nutrition difficult. 

• Educational barriers: Many schools lack adequate resources and students 

often struggle due to limited support outside of class. 

• Limited community resources: There are few after-school or enrichment 

programs, meaning children often lack safe, constructive environments when 

school is not in session. 
 

   To address some of these challenges, we run a weekly school ministry program 

focused on spiritual growth, education and care. 

Our program serves two age groups: 

•Kindergarten children – meeting twice a month 
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•1st through 9th graders – also twice a month 

Each time we visit the school we offer:  

•A short devotional, sharing biblical truth and encouragement 

•An English class, helping children grow in language skills that 

can increase future opportunities 

•A snack, because consistent nutrition makes it easier for 

children to learn and participate 
 

   We are grateful that we have a sponsor who supports the English education portion 

of this ministry.  However, we currently do not have dedicated support for the 

devotional time and snacks we provide each visit.  To sustain the program for all 

200+ students each week, our estimated cost is $100 per week.  Over the course of a 

typical school year (about 30–40 weeks), we need approximately $3,000 to provide 

devotionals and snacks consistently. 
 

   We are writing to see if you might prayerfully consider being one of our donors for 

this ministry.  Your support would mean joyful, nourished children, strengthened 

faith, and hope for many families in the Garifuna community. 
 

Thank you so much for your time, prayers, and consideration.  We are grateful for the 

body of Christ everywhere, and for partners who share our heart for serving His 

children. 
 

With love and appreciation, 

Samantha Patschke 

 

 

Please use the Great 8 Giving envelope to contribute to Samantha’s effort. 

Check       Mission Support: Patschke Church 
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Scout Troop 115 Calendar for 2026 
February 27 to March 1 – Merit Badge College 

March 7, 2026 - Spaghetti Supper 

March 13 to 15 – Indoor Rock Climbing Weekend 

March 30 – Spring cleanup at Mellingers Church 
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Dear Reverand Timothy Craven  
and Mellingers Lutheran Church congregation, 
 
  Since 1949, Lutherans in Lancaster and Lebanon counties have worked 
together to address the needs of our most vulnerable citizens.  Our focus has 
been on senior living and long-term care, childcare and early education.  
Through this shared commitment, Luthercare has provided the best possible 
care to those we serve – thanks to the strength of our community. 
 
  In many and various ways, volunteers from local organizations, civic 
organizations, families and individuals have offered their support by 
volunteering their time and talent at Luther Acres, St. John’s Herr Estate 
and Luthercare for Kids in Annville and Reamstown. 
 
  We are pleased to share that we have recently developed a new volunteer 
program at Luthercare, and we invite you to join us in this important work.  
Below you will find a QR code which you can scan and learn more about the 
volunteer opportunities available.  You can also visit our website, 
www.luthercare.org/volunteer or reach out to Caeron Dickerson at  
(717) 626-1171, ext.1624 or cdickerson@luthercare.org. 
 
  We are very excited about many new ways we will be together in 
community here at Luthercare. 
 

In service, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.luthercare.org/volunteer
mailto:cdickerson@luthercare.org
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Dear friends of Lutheran camping corporation, 
 
  Grace and peace to you in this New Year.  With gratitude and confidence and God's guiding presence 
among us, we are pleased to share important and encouraging new.  After careful discernment and 
prayerful conversation the Board of Directors has appointed Richard “Dick” Peterson as our Interim 
Executive Director.  We are deeply thankful for the steady support patience and encouragement 
you have shown during this season of transition and we look forward to the days ahead with renewed 
hope. 
 
  Dick brings decades of experience in Lutheran outdoor ministry and nonprofit leadership.  Over the 
course of his career, he has served in many positions, including camp director, executive director and 
most recently, as the Intentional Interim CEO, supporting multiple Lutheran camps across North 
Carolina, Florida and Georgia.  He has demonstrated experience in guiding organizations through 
transition, strengthening staff structures, supporting boards, streamlining financial systems and 
helping camps achieve successful American Camp Association accreditation.  He is widely respected 
for his servant leadership, steady presence and ability to build trust during times of change. 
 
  Dick's background also includes extensive experience in staff and volunteer development, 
fundraising, public relations and program leadership.  A gifted communicator and mentor, he has 
spent more than 35 years inspiring staff, volunteers and constituents through presentations, training 
and relationship building.  Above all, he understands camps not simply as programs, but as sacred 
places where faith is formed, leaders are shaped and lives are changed. 
 
  As Dick begins his work with us, we also want to lift up and sincerely thank our dedicated staff, 
who continue to faithfully lead each day.  Even amid the transition, they are ensuring smooth daily 
operations and working diligently to prepare for a strong summer camping season.  Their 
commitment, professionalism, care for our camps and one another our true gift to this ministry, and 
we are profoundly grateful for their leadership. 
 
  This moment marks not just an interim season but an opportunity - an opportunity to stabilize, 
strengthen and imagine faithfully what God is calling the Lutheran Camping Corporation to be in the 
years ahead.  With your continued prayers and partnership, we are confident that our ministry will 
continue to thrive and bless generations to come. 
 
  Thank you for walking with us, praying for this ministry and believing in the life changing impact of 
Lutheran camping.  We invite you to join us in welcoming Dick Peterson and in continuing to support 
the mission we share. 
 
With gratitude and hope, 
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Pastor  

Jim Goodyear 

Pastor  

Sandy Gideon 

Pastor  

Tim Craven 

Pastor  

Scott Brubaker 
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Friday March 6 

Sunday March 8 

Tuesday March 17 

Friday March 20 

Sunday March 29 
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March 3 

Tom Fassnacht 
 

March 4 

Spencer Craven 

John Stewart 
 

March 5 

Ian Stafford 
 

March 6 

Kim Kieffer 
 

March 10 

Meg Barr 

Samantha Herr 

Ed Wentzel 
 

March 12 

Nancy Heiser 
 

March 13 

Ashley Weinhold 

 

March 14 

Julie Ewing 

Daniel Stahl 

 

March 16 

Erin Biles 

Wendy Leisey 
 

March 22 

Stephanie Brubaker 

Piper Leonhard 

Julie Sawyer 

 

March 13 

Dorothy Hutchinson 
 

March 14 

Sally Wealand 
 

March 15 

Jerilyn Yost 

March 15, 1980  Barry and Susan Specht 

March 28 

Virginia Weitzel 
 

March 29 

Steve Fassnacht 
 

March 31 

Chelsea Weik 

March 17 

Pauline Martin 
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Important contact information 

MINISTERS: The people of Mellingers 

STAFF 

Pastor: Rev. Timothy Craven  (717) 738-3838   Cell: (717) 468-9049 
Director of Christian Education: Diane Adair (717) 715-3124 
Director of Music: Vickie Kissinger (717) 354-6575  vickiekissinger@gmail.com 
Secretary: Ashley Weinhold (717) 336-8800  mellingerslutheran@gmail.com 
Treasurer: Jon Hogan (814) 289-1646 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL 
President: Lowell Yost (717) 471-7758            Vice-President: Troy Adair (717) 715-3126 

Randy Brubaker (717) 314-3449 Nancy Eberly (717) 945-2895 Ben Gunzenhauser  (717) 733-6414 

Mike Haller (717) 368-1572 Shawn Jeffers (717) 278-5000 Vic Richard (717) 951-8977 

Kristi Leonhard (717) 940-7535 Hayden Leonhard (717) 468-5549 Linda Weaver (717) 587-1319 

Recording Secretary: Ashley Weinhold (717) 336-8800  
 

LEADERS 
Altar Guild: Kimberley Craven  Chair: (717) 738-3838 

Blood Pressure Check Coordinator: Susan Specht (717) 336-4601 

Camp Person: Kimberley Craven (717) 738-3838 

Coffee Social: Kristi Leonhard (717) 940-7535 

Communion Set-Up: Lisa Reed (717) 341-1663 

Finance Committee: Vic Richard (717) 951-8977, Pat Haller (717) 368-4975, Nancy Eberly (717) 945-2895 

Financial Secretary: Jill Showalter (717) 336-2839    Assistant Financial Secretary: Dawn Henry (610) 914-3218 

Lawn Care: Pat Jeffers (717) 336-8170 

Newsletter Editor: Office Staff (717) 336-8800 

Offering Counters: Nancy Eberly (717) 945-2895 

Scout Liaison: David Haldeman (717) 733-8551 

Scripture Reader Coordinator: Anita Soto (717) 419-5520 

Snow Removal: Andy Leonhard (717) 336-8800 

Special Flowers: Pat Haller (717) 368-4975 

Treasurer: Jon Hogan (814) 289-1646    Assistant Treasurer: Skip Hutchinson (717) 733-5029 

Web Site Editor: Office Staff (717) 336-8800 

Wedding Coordinator: Brittany Hartlove (717) 715-3127 
 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
Discipleship In Life: Robert H. Getz, Jr. (717) 925-4938 

Endowment/Memorial: Randy Brubaker (717) 733-9222 

Personnel: Nancy Eberly (717) 945-2895 

Property: Andy Leonhard (717) 336-8800 

Social Ministry: Shirley Sweigart (717) 538-1946 

Worship and Music: Nancy Hain (717) 336-6270 

Youth Group Advisors: Kristi & Paul Leonhard  (717) 733-1260  Cell: (717) 940-7535  Pastor Tim (717) 738 3838 

SCOUT LEADERS 

Troop 115: Sheldon Brubaker (717) 468-5333 smb115@ptd.net 

Pack 115: Daniel Marszalek.  (717)-405-9724  scoutleaderdan115@yahoo..com 

 

Peace be with you! 
 

SERVICE TIMES 

Sunday 

Worship Service 

9 am 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

RESOURCES

WEBSITE: www.mellingers.org 
 

FACEBOOK: Check us out on 
Facebook.  We are listed under 
Mellingers Evangelical  
Lutheran Church. 

mailto:scoutleaderdan115@yahoo..com

