SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
SEPTEMBER 20, 2026

MELLINGERS LUTHERAN CHURCH
80 GOCKLEY ROAD
STEVENS, PA 17578

717-336-8800



MELLINGERS STAFF

Pastor’s Contact Information Director of Music

Rev. Timothy L. Craven Vickie Kissinger (717) 354-6575
Home: (717) 738-3838 E-Mail: vickiekissinger@gmail.com
Mobile: (717) 468-9049

E-Mail: revtlc@ptd.net Director of Christian Education

Diane Adair (717) 715-3124

PRAYER CORNER

Please pray for the following people:

Mike Sawyer, Gil Hulshizer, Theda Raffauf, Bob Getz, Lori Oberholtzer,

Jerry Petery, Deb Emberger, Tom Parrish Sr., Kelly Parrish, Wren Dillon,

Jay Weaver, Jay Stoltzfus, Dave Haldeman, Ruth Hollinger, Barb Moyer,

Fay Weitzel, Shannon Brown, Shirley Sweigart, Molly Brown, Carl Mohler Jr.,
Elaine Haldeman, Clair Miller, Mary Weidman, and Marty Leed & Family.

Ephrata Manor: Iris Weaver, Dorothy Hutchinson, Shirl Tobias and Pauline Sawyer
Faithful Living, Denver: Vivian Gehr Gardens at Stevens: Pat & Nevin McQuate
Keystone Villa: Betty Firestine & Janet Hirneisen

Luther Acres Health Care: Judy Meckley = Neffsville Rehab & Nursing: Pauline Martin
Penn State Hospital: Ashley Leed Phoebe Berks: Nick Rampolla

Please pray for those in the Armed Forces: Chris Weidman

Please pray for friends and family at home:

Sam McClearen, Tina Strepko, Scott Coleman, Dave & Wendy Bentz, Nancy Good,
Kevin Gavin, Brenda Reed, Doris McNally, Amanda Stuck, Tyler Herr, Brandi Erhart,
Emily Martin, Deb Correa, Jason Mertz, Robert Evans, Martha Miller,

Brooke Stewart, Mary Lou Crum, Jimmy Vincent, Mary Stewart, Lorna Buohl,
William Sockriter, Doug Cody, Mary Morton, Brenda Sweigart, Nancy Bolotine,
Karen Leonhard, Mary Sanger, Brian Kerns, Bob Bos, Curtis Townsley, Robyn Redcay
and Margaret Weller.

Pray also for the grieving families of:

Helen Blank, Mike Leed, Nicole Bibbus, Rob French, Donna Kennedy,

Robert Hackman, Marion Briere, Carl Usner, Peggy French, Marion Gideon,

Bishop Guy Edmiston, Pastor Marty Sheaffer, George Wolf, Sally Wealand, Bob Farr,
Cheryl Nixon, Bea Hassler, Mary Moore, Orvilla Oberholtzer, Lowell Haws,

Mary Jane Goshert, Ed Sieber, Darrell Buchter, Joyce Pannebecker, Barb Mertz,
Beverly Sweigart, Maggie Kiralfy, Dale Firestone and Larry Rabold
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T WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP ¥

*Please stand if you are able

Ahava will be playing this morning

Welcome / Announcements
Preludes: “T’ll Fly Away”

“Will the Circle Be Unbroken?”

TGATHERING
Pastor: This is the day the Lord has made.
Congregation: Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

*GATHERING HYMN: “10,000 Reasons”

Chorus

Bless the Lord O my soul O my soul
Worship His holy name

Sing like never before O my soul

I'll worship Your holy name

Verse 1
The sun comes up it's a new day dawning
It's time to sing Your song again

Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me

Let me be singing when the evening comes

Verse 2

You're rich in love and You're slow to anger
Your name is great and Your heart is kind
For all Your goodness I will keep on singing
Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find

Verse 3

And on that day when my strength is failing
The end draws near and my time has come
Still my soul will sing Your praise unending
Ten thousand years and then forevermore

Tag
Worship Your holy name
Lord I'll worship Your holy name

Ending

Sing like never before O my soul
I'll worship Your holy name
Worship Your holy name
Worship Your holy name



*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS OF SINS

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ¥+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. Let us confess our sin

in the presence of God and of one another.

(a brief silence is observed)
P: Most merciful God,
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the

Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen

*GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.



*THE HYMN OF PRAISE
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*THE PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray.

Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us
your servants. Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us
your merciful judgment, and train us to embody the generosity of your

Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen

T GOD’S WORD +

FIRST READING PHILIPPIANS 1:23-30
Lay Reader (Tess Freeman): Reading from Philippians the 1st chapter.
L: Paul writes to the Philippians from prison. Though he is uncertain
about the outcome of his imprisonment, he is committed to the
ministry of the gospel and calls on the Philippians to live lives that
reflect and enhance the gospel mission.

23] am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be
with Christ, for that is far better, 24 but to remain in the flesh is more
necessary for you. 25Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will
remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith,



26 50 that, by my presence again with you, your boast might abound in
Christ Jesus because of me.

27 Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so
that, whether I come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I
will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side
with one mind for the faith of the gospel 28 and in no way frightened by
those opposing you. For them, this is evidence of their destruction but
of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. 29 For he has graciously
granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ but of suffering
for him as well, 3° since you are having the same struggle that you saw I
had and now hear that I still have.

L: The Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.
THE PSALMODY PSALM 145: 1-8
e — A EE—

The Lord is slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. (Ps. 145:8)
1T will exalt you, my | God and king,
and bless your name forev- | er and ever.
2 Every day | will I bless you
and praise your name forev- | er and ever.
3 Great is the Lord and greatly | to be praised!
There is no end | to your greatness.
4 One generation shall praise your works | to another
and shall de- | clare your power. R
51 will speak of the glorious splendor | of your majesty
and all your | marvelous works.
¢ They shall tell of the might of your | wondrous acts,
and I will re- | count your greatness.



7They shall publish the remembrance of | your great
goodness;
they shall sing joyfully | of your righteousness.
8The Lord is gracious and full | of compassion,
slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love. R

CHILDRENS SERMON

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “Awesome God” sing x2
Our God is an awesome God
He reigns from heaven above
With wisdom pow'r and love
Our God is an awesome God

*THE HOLY GOSPEL MATTHEW 20:1-16
P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 20th chapter.

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

P: Jesus tells a parable about God’s generosity, challenging the
common assumption that God rewards people according to what they
have earned or deserve.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] * “The kingdom of heaven is like a
landowner who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his
vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius for the day,
he sent them into his vineyard. 3 When he went out about nine o’clock,
he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4 and he said to them,
‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.” So
they went. 5When he went out again about noon and about three
o’clock, he did the same. ¢ And about five o’clock he went out and
found others standing around, and he said to them, ‘Why are you
standing here idle all day?’ 7 They said to him, ‘Because no one has
hired us.” He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.” 8 When
evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the
laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then
going to the first.” 9When those hired about five o’clock came, each of
them received a denarius. ° Now when the first came, they thought



they would receive more; but each of them also received a denarius.

11 And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner,

12 saying, “These last worked only one hour, and you have made them
equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching
heat.” 13 But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no
wrong; did you not agree with me for a denarius? 4 Take what belongs
to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you.

15 Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or
are you envious because I am generous?’ ¢ So the last will be first, and
the first will be last.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.

MESSAGE: “Nobody Asked” - Pastor Craven
SPECIAL MUSIC: “Hymn of Heaven” — Phil Wickham
*THE APOSTLE’S CREED

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven
and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to
judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Amen



+ Prayers of Intercession ¥

*P: Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our
prayers, confident that God hears us.
A brief silence.

P: Hold your church accountable for our unwillingness to share your
good news and our anger at your generosity to others. Nourish us by
your grace to be witnesses to your love. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

P: Guide scientists and researchers studying responses to the climate
crisis so that all your creation may inspire us to give thanks for your
great goodness. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

P: Show employers the benefits of equal pay standards for all their
employees. Reconcile conflicts between employees. Fill places of
employment with camaraderie, and bring an end to employment
disparity. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

P: Encourage any who cannot work or who cannot work a full day with
the truth that their value comes from your everlasting love for them.
Provide for those who are injured, ill, and for all in any need
(especially). Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

P: Strengthen all those in this congregation whose labor serves the
needs of others in the community (especially). Inspire all in this
congregation to support community endeavors with our time and
talents. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.



P: We pray especially for Mellingers Sunday School. For teachers,
professors, librarians, school administrators, staff, and all who support
the education of young people. Sustain them as they shape learning
communities, rooted in equity and authenticity. We pray for children
of all ages in their learning. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

P: Comfort us with the promise of the resurrection as we remember all
our loved ones whose desire to be with Jesus is fulfilled. Hear us, O
God.

C: Your mercy is great.

P: Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask,

and whatever else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.
C: Amen

*THE PEACE
P: The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

*OFFERING HYMN: “On Eagles Wings”
Refrain

And he will raise you up on eagle's wings,
bear you on the breath of dawn,

make you to shine like the sun,

and hold you in the palm of his hand.

*OFFERING PRAYER

P: Blessed are you,

C: O Lord our God, maker of all things, through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts. With them we
offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the
care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake
of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen



¥ WE CELEBRATE THE LORD’S SUPPER *
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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*THE PREFACE:
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy.........cccceeeeeeiivvrieieeeeeeeennns
We praise Your name and join their unending hymn:
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*THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and
eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper he took the cup and gave thanks and gave it for all
to drink saying: this cup is the new covenant in my blood shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

*TRADITIONAL LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
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All Baptized Christians are welcome for Communion.
(If you would like baptized, see Pastor Tim.).

We ask parents to bring their non-communing children with
them for a blessing. To receive the sacrament wine, take an
empty cup from the tray. A grape juice option and gluten free
communion wafers provided. If you cannot come to the
Chancel, Communion will be taken to you.

Please notify an Usher.

Those in the parking lot partake of Communion at this time.

During Communion

Hymn #595: “Jesus Loves Me”

Hymn #494: “For the Bread Which You Have Broken”
Hymn #754: “Jesus, the Very Thought of You”

Hymn #616: “Jesus, Remember Me”

*POST COMMUNION BLESSING

Post Communion Canticle: Hymn #210: “Blessed Be God”
Blessed be God, the source of all life, the word of salvation,
The spirit of mercy.

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER

P: Let us pray.
Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord. Grant that we who have received the sacrament of his
body and blood may abide in him and he in us, that we may be filled with
the power of his endless life, now and forever.

C: Amen

* WE LEAVE TO SERVE T

*BENEDICTION AND BLESSING

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ¥ give you peace.

C: Amen Amen Amen (sung responsively)



*SENDING HYMN: #733 “Great is Thy Faithfulness”

DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord with joy.
C: Thanks be to God.

The Altar Flowers and Bulletins are
dedicated to the Glory of God
by Chris & Tess Freeman
(n Honor of my Mom,

Dolly Gehman’s 90" Birthday.

ALTARFLOWE RS

Participants in the Service:

Pastor: Timothy Craven Church Secretary: Ashley Weinhold
Organist: Vickie Kissinger Lay Reader: Tess Freeman
Communion Assistant: Pat Haller Psalmist: Erin Biles
Videographer: Hayden Leonhard Soundboard: Troy Adair

Ushers: Nancy Eberly, Ben Gunzehauser and alternate Mike Haller



Weekly Receipts Report as of 09/17/26
Attendance (Inside / Parking Lot) 50
Online Attendance 149
General Receipts $1,850.00

Please use our QR code to donate via PayPal.

Choir practice dates

Cholir
September 23 & 30 at 6:.00 pm

Bell Choir
September 30 & October 29 at 7:00 pm

The following dates are available for dedication:
October 18 & 25
November 15

g If you select one of the available dates contact Ashley via email,
i [lowers ) : ) )
a note in the office or leave a voicemail.



Rest for the Soul

Studies show many Americans
don’t get enough sleep, and the
effects can take a toll on both body
and mind. Whether it’s a packed
schedule or restless nights, a lack
of rest makes it harder to think
clearly, stay focused and care for
our overall well-being. Over time,
that constant fatigue begins to
wear us down.

Our spiritual lives follow a similar rhythm. When we rush from one
task to the next without pausing to spend time with God, we can feel
just as drained. We need consistent, quiet moments with Him to stay
grounded, encouraged and strong in our faith.

Even Jesus made space for this kind of rest.
Luke 5:16 tells us that He often withdrew to quiet places to pray. If He
needed that time with the Father, how much more do we? When we
step away from the noise and listen for God’s voice, we find the renewal
our souls have been longing for.



